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313-432-4501 attendance 

Monteith  Messenger 
Monteith Pledge 

I will be respectful and kind to others. 

I will practice responsibility. 

I will always be safe. 

Today I will DO my best to BE my best. 

Kindness Matters 

October 5, 2016 

Dear Monteith Families,  
 
Monteith is so fortunate to have such outstanding and supportive staff, students and families. This past 
month we had a wonderful turn out for our PTO Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat. It was incredible see-
ing all of the families and community members enjoying the games, hay ride, pumpkin decorating and 
many more events.  We could not have had this event with out the hard work of our PTO members, 
our parent volunteers and the student volunteers from North and Parcells. Thank you so much for all 
you do to help bring these great events to Monteith! 
 
This month we, as a learning community, continued to talk about the idea of kindness and generosity 
through our Mindfulness program. As we talk about it more and more we decided that it’s important to 
recognize the great things that are happening on a day to day basis at Monteith so we have started the 
bi-weekly Boomerang Awards. The idea of a boomerang is when you throw it out it will return to you. 
At Monteith we feel the same about Kindness: You get back what you give… so give kindness. We will 
be awarding one teacher and one classroom a boomerang for the things they are doing for Monteith.  
 
Our first classroom awarded the classroom Boomerang was Mr. Backman’s 4th grade class. They re-
ceived the award for helping another 4th grade class learn how to use Google Classroom. They were 
kind and patient with the other students and were very eager to help other classes as well. The first 
teacher who received the Boomerang was Mrs. Schrage for her hard work on our school wide Pumpkin 
contest that raises money for the United Way each year. We are very thankful for all the wonderful 
things happening at Monteith and look forward to sharing about our next Boomerang Awards in up-
coming newsletters. 
 

 
 
Sincerely,  
Shelleyann Keelean 



  Monteith’s Upcoming Events 

November  

2 Grade 5 to GPN Peter Pan 8:30am 

2 Grade 2 to GPN Peter Pan 12:45pm 

4 Michigan Cyber Safety Presentation  AM 

6 Daylight Savings Ends 

8 Election Day    NO School for Students    Staff Professional Development 

9 Picture Retake Day 

10 PTO Meeting   6:30 pm Library 

11 PTO Science Night 

13 District Open House  1:00-3:00pm 

16 Grade 4 to Pierce Lion King 8:45am 

16 Grade 1 to Pierce  Lion King  12:00pm 

16 Evening Parent Teacher Conferences  5:00-8:00pm & Art Show  Grades 1, 3, 5 

17 AM, PM, Evening Parent Teacher Conferences 8:30am-8:00pm & Art Show   
Grades 1, 3, 5   NO School  for  Students 

18 Grade 3 to The Parade Company 8:40-11:15am 

22 AM School Only      PM Records Day     End of Marking Period 

23-25 Thanksgiving Break 

30 Student Council to Gleaners  12:00-3:30pm 

December  

2 PTO Wreath and Poinsettia Pick-up  3:00-6:00pm 

6 Mrs. Vasquez’s Class to LifeTime Fitness  10:00am-1:00pm 

10 PTO Breakfast with Santa 

13 Winter Concert   7:00pm   Brownell   Grades 1, 3, 5 & 4/5 Choir 

13 Report Cards Sent Home 

16 Brownell Choir to sing  10:15-11:00am 

21 Instrumental Concert  1:15pm 

23 Winter Break Begins at End of Day 

January  

1-9 NWEA Winter Testing Begins 

9 School Resumes 

13 Parcells Choir to sing 

16 NO School  -  M.L.King Day 

17 Incoming 6th grade Brownell Parent Meeting  at Brownell  

19 Incoming Kindergarten Parent Information Night  7:00pm 

26 PTO Meeting  6:30pm  Library 

27 NO School  -  Staff Development 



Picture Re-Take Day 
 

School pictures will be taken on Wednesday, November  9.  
 
Photographs will be taken between 8:45am and 11:00am.  Parents who are not 
satisfied with their child’s picture and wish to have them retaken will need to 
return the complete package.  Students who were absent on Picture Day will 
have their picture taken on Retake Day.  If you wish to order pictures at that time, please turn in a 
completed order form with payment on Retake Day.  Order forms are available in the office. 

Early Arrival Concerns 
 

We are having a problem with students arriving at school too early.  Although I like the en-
thusiasm to arrive early, it leads to an unsafe situation.  The problem with early arrivals is 
that there is no one outside to supervise the children.  It is very important that your child 
arrives to school on time, but recently we have students arriving on the school grounds 
well before 8:00 am.  The only students arriving early are the safety/service students who 
are allowed in the building at 8:05am Tuesday-Friday. 
  
Please make sure children are arriving to school by the first bell at 8:20am.  The second 
bell is at 8:25am and students will be marked tardy after 8:25am.  On Mondays the first 
bell is at 9:05am and second bell at 9:10am.  
Thank you for your ongoing efforts to keep our students safe. 

Pumpkin Week at Monteith was a success! Thanks to all of the families who participated in 

the 16th annual Pumpkin Contest!  The pumpkins were all very clever and beautifully decorated. What cre-
ative students and families we have here at Monteith! Everyone did a wonderful job!  74 families partici-
pated and $370.00 collected for the contest will be donated to the United Way Foundation. 
  
A special thanks to: 
Mrs. Keelean, Mrs. Kwiatkowski, Mrs. Kinnaird, Mrs. Hartman, Mr. Shea, for their help organizing this spe-
cial annual event.  
 
The winners are: 

 1st place "Slimmer" - Savich Family.    They received a 3 month family pass to the Robot Gar-
age 

 2nd place  " Sweet Caramel Apples" - Telegadas Family.  They received a Gift Certificate to 
TCBY. 

 3rd place   "Snoopy for Presidetn" - Flynn Family.  They received a Gift Certificate to Barnes & 
Noble. 

 Principal's Choice  Award  "Buddy Bench" - Dennis Family. They received a certificate for lunch 
with Mrs. Keelean. 

Congratulations to the winners and to all families who participated! 



Vocal Music  Notes 
 

Monteith Winter Concert 

Brownell Middle School Auditorium  

Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 pm 
 

Featuring the 1st, 3rd and 5th grades and the 4th/5th grade Choir.   
All students should wear holiday “dress up” clothes to the concert. 
   

Rehearsal will take place in the Monteith Gym this year.  

Service and Safety of the Month 

 

Kyle M. and Katie S. are the Service Persons for the month of October. 

Bella P. and Luc H.   are the Safety Persons for the month of October. 

 
Thank you for your hard work to make Monteith a safe and great school. 

Grosse Pointe Public School System 

Every school is open for you to explore  

1-3 p.m., Sunday, November 13. 

Open House     

Library News 
 
The students were busy in the library this October.  The Kindergarteners and 1st graders shared why 
finding the “just right book” is so important and why expanding our reading interests is easy to do in 
a library!  We identified parts of a book and shared the differences between fact and storybooks.  We 
also found where in the library these different books are located.  Our 2nd graders learned about the 
GPPL network and the 17 library collections we can access.  We discussed ways to stay safe on the 
Internet.  We also learned how libraries organize fiction and nonfiction so we can easily find the books 
that interest us.  Our 3rd graders reviewed how to locate fiction and nonfiction in the library.  We rea-
soned which resources are the best for our research.  We tackled print encyclopedias (Coming soon: 
digital version!) and shared ways in which we show manners while using the Internet.  The 4th and 
5th graders students reviewed how to access the online card catalog to find materials we need (in 17 
libraries!).  We also reviewed how libraries organize fiction and nonfiction.  Students compared online 
databases and used digital resources to find information.  Lastly, we discussed cyberbullying: how to 
stop it and what to do when it happens.  



Please report all absences to the OFFICE by 8:45am. 
The attendance line, 313-432-4501, is available 24 hours a day. 














